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The mix of eerie calmness and nostalgia experienced when returning
to the home one grew up in long after moving away
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Di's life at a glance

It was a fine sunny morning in Kolkata, "are you an Indian??"
an Englishman's sudden intervention stopped Hiranmoy
Chakraborty. It was 1939, Calcutta during British Raj, and a
sight of an Englishman was a commonality for everyone
in Calcutta. That was Hiranmoy Chakraborty, the
reason behind Kumkum's Life's connection to
Assam,; he was Prof Kumkum Chakraborty's uncle
from her father's side. "My uncle not only hada
very fair complexion but also he could speak /£
English like an Englishman and that is why
the English gentleman confused him to be
an Englishman" - Kumkum quotes. He was /
the first one in the family who decided to /
come to Assam after he was offered a job
in IOCL, Digboi by the English
gentleman- and after him Kukum |/
Chakraborty's father
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She started her student’s life from AOC Girls High School, Digboi and went to Vivekananda Vid “a.~ '
complete her Higher Secondary Course. After completion she decided to pursue her Bachelors Degree fro §
Kolkata and accordingly she completed her graduation with Honours in Bengali from Jogmaya Devi '
(Ashutosh College), Calcutta. Kumkum’s keen interest in Bangla Literature drew her to pursue Masters
Degree in Bengali from Jadavapur University. She had deep longing to become a teacher and hence she didn’t
stop herself from taking the B.Ed degree from Institute of Women Education, Hasting House Calcutta. In
1988 the family permanently shifted to Calcutta as her father retired and since then they are living in their
ancestral house. Due to her prolonged association with her school friends in Digboi, Kumkum however
it a point to visit them from time to time and during one such visit one of her close friend Dr. Itu Das
over some paper cuttings of the advertisement of vacant post for Asst professors in different college
Assam. And she didn’t know that her future was already imprinted in one of those paper cuttings. On
March 1993 she was appointed as an Assistant Professor in the Dept of Bengali, DHSK College,
Her Destiny brought her to this beautiful town by the bank of the mighty Brahmaputra, a place s
for the first time in her life and she didn’t know that she will spend her hay days in this city of rain

As a professional Kumkum created a place of her own as one of the most disciplined, punctual a
teachers till her last working day. With her neatly worn cotton saree, she stood as the embodimeng
kindness, affection and compassion. We all waited eagerly to receive the tiny little gifts of love - thin lon
ball pens she brought for everyone from Kolkata after every vacation (that I gleefully compare with her .
thin figure), sweets and churanas. She was very particular in distributing her giveaways personally. Amo;
the students she was most popular as a kindhearted teacher, she recalls - “I was truly surprised when Ex
students from different streams and subjects come forward to meet me, and wish me, whenever I met ther
public places. I was surprised because I thought I am not known to students of other subjects than Ben
because the subject Bengali was only for a restricted few!!” Kumkum’s sincerity soon noticed by all. ]
year 2018, she was selected as the Best Invigilator among 101 invigilators of HS Examination, in Dibru
She was a great organiser and leader and that was well understood in her smooth running of the department al
affairs as the HOD from 1994 to 2012 till her day of retirement and again from 2015 to 2018, and finally from
2021 to her day of retirement- the highest period of headship in the college. However her only regret is her
inability to teach Bengali Honours Course, though she takes a feather in her crown for starting Honours ‘
Course just few days before her retirement. Nonetheless she will occupy a special place in everyone’s heart
and her superannuation on 31/7/22 is just an announce an official retirement from her professional life alone.
She will be remembered by us all as a sincere teacher, a great friend and a humble collg‘aguc Kumkum you
have a secure place in our heart. s !
Dr. Trishna Duarah (details collected from Prof. Kumkum Chakraborty)
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Congratulations on your retirement. | wish you
good health, delight and sucess as you move
forward in life . Thank you for bgmg an amazing
colleague and even better senior.

From - Aditya Dahal
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CHIT-CHAT WITH KUMKUM

Dr. Trishna Duarah : Why you have decided to come so far away from your hometown Calcutta to
work in Assam and in DHSK College? i
Prof. Kumkum Chakraborty : After my father's retirement , my whole family shifted to Kolkata and |
I'and my sister were already studying in Kolkata and hence I wanted to stay in Kolkata only. But when

I was selected for the post in DHSK College, once I have joined, I got involved with everything so
deeply, without my knowledge that I couldn't ever think of leaving this place.

TD: what was your first experience in this college when you joined?

: KC: To be honest I was very perplexed to see the worn out condition of the college when 1 first came
here for my interview . The huge building with big campus but not well looked after at all. I came with my brother and met Principal Sir and
I'was more depressed when he informed us -"in Bengali department “wIm @& firss Foi” | “F2®” sounded similar like “ree ZER” in
Bengali. I was depressed to think that someone already was appointed in the post. Later on the true meaning of the word was explained by my
brother. I still cherish this memory.

TD: What is your best memory??

KC: First of all, my best memory is my. associations with students always. They made my life meaningful. Secondly the immense love and
beautiful time [ spent with my colleagues will always keep me alive. And lastly I will never be able to forget the help and support I received
from our Principal Dr. Sashi Kanta Saikia. During both my elder and younger brothers death within a span of two months , the way he gave
me moral support and helped me is one of the best memories I will carry with me forever.

TD: You received the Best Invigilator's Award in the year 2018. What is your feeling about this and what is your message as the Best Invigilator?

KC: I never even imagined that I will ever receive such an award and to be honest I was not even aware there is an award like this as well. So first
o‘f all l Was very surprised when I got the news. But to be frank I was really happy to realise that at least i have received the reward of my
sIncerity..... it was akind of acknowledgment .. I feel. But I never worked for an award. As an Invigilator my wholehearted effort was to offer
th; bfest possible environment and service to the examinees. The students are under tremendous pressure to write answers of selected questions
Wlthlp stipulated time ... I just took care that they get a proper environment in the examination hall. I usually avoided chatting with fellow
invigilators unless there's is a necessity and refrained from using mobile phones.

IT(D: What is your feeling about the day of retirement?
C:1was always ready and consciously calculated the number of years , months and finally number of days left for retirement. It will be a painful parting
but I am overwhelmed to receive such honour, such warmth from each one of you. I'still consider and I know that I will remain a part of you.

.
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11/ About Kumkum

madam -few lines

— Krishna Kanta Bordoloi
Deptt. of Hindi

Kumkum Didi as like
my elder sister. I like
her honesty, sincerety
and punctuality. I
always remembering
her.

God bless her. o\ﬁ
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| % How I know Kumkum Baidew

— Kalyani Das.
Deptt. of Sanskrit
) It was 1st August of 1998 , when I joined DHSK college as a lecturer of Sanskrit,
then I had the priviledged to meet Kumkum Baidew for the first time along with other
lecturers of the college. She had been serving as a lecturer of Bengali Department at
DHSK college. Her soft spoken personality attracted me a lot during the college
hours. When I started to stay in working women hostel at Khaliamari from the month
of September 1998, I met Kumkum Baidew as a boarder of the same hostel . Though
at the beginning , we did not talk much but days later, she became my friend. I observed
that she did every work in a disciplined manner. Later I became her room-mate in the
same hostel . We used to discuss a lot of topics on different issues on those days
during our leisure time .She always had a positive outlook of everything. I used to
treat her like a philosopher and guide in my life.

In 2004 after getting married, I shifted to rented house in Chowkidinghee ,then
also we maintained a good friendship with each other. Today,
for 24 years, at this moment, my pen struck down what to write
when your heart is full of emotions ,the words are a few to exp
a helping hand to the people. Even when my father was ex
Kumkum Baidew and Chandana Baidew rushed to my residen
their condolences to my family. In 2019, We together were ent
Secondary Examination. She had good administrative skills w
the duty smoothly and efficiently. She is too much dedicated i
with outmost care and love.

In May 2019, when I went to Coimbatore for my husband’s operation, she willingly
tayed with my daughter during that critical moment and helped a lot in house hold
affairs. I will always be grateful towards her for this co-operation. [ also tried my
level best to help her at different time.

In the year 2020, unfortunately, she lost two of her family members Dada-bhaj
and brother. This incident have changed her life a lot . At the end, I confer my best
wishes for completion of successful Jjourney of her service life as well as for her
future . May God bless her and her family with good health and prosperity.

after working together
! There is a saying that
ress. She always bears
pired on March 2018,
ce in Guwahati to offer
rusted to conduct Higher
hich helped us to conduct
nteaching to the students
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My Gratitude to Kumkum Ma’am : A Few Words

— Bhuban Jyoti Baruah
From Employee’s Desk

> In my 24 years of service life as an Office Assistant in this college, I have the opportunity to meet a
ﬁmber of lady professors in the college, who are smart, intelligent and wonderful in person. But kumkum
na’am was an exception. :
""iéally, she has some outstanding personality which I can not express in a few words. Her honesty,
supp ortive nature, gentle behavior always attracts me. In my personal view, Kumkum ma’am .is rfot a
luman being only, but a symbol of self confidence, great humanity and dedication also. Her voice is s0
ly & sweet, like the “SWEETS” she gave us after returning from ‘Kolkata’ for last few years. I am
ied, but not for losing such a “SWEETS” but for losing a sweet & lovely voice of respected Kumkum
am in coming days. But hope, we will see her in the college premises in some special activities, functions
nts to be organized by the college in coming days.
ma’am was a member of KKHSOU Management Committee of DHSK College Study Centre
us a period of two years. Besides attending in the KKHSOU Management Committee’s meetings only,
- she visited the study centre’s office regularly and advised us to make policies to increase the numbers of
“enrolment, to run the academic and official matters smoothly so that the learners could benefited at large.
She tried to convey the messages of benefit of distance learning among the people and became able to
- enroll some students in our study centre.
 Ma’amwill retire from service on 31 uly/2022. On her retirement after providing more than 28 years
essful service, I express my heartiest gratitude to Kumkum Ma’am. And wish, by bless of God, she
to enjoy a happy retirement life with her family members, close relatives and such others.
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