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QUEST

There was a time when meadow, grove, and stream,
The earth, and every common sight,
10 me did seem
Apparelled in celestial light,
The glory and the freshness of a dream.
1t is not now as it hath been of yore,
Turn wheresoe'er I may,
By night or day,
The things which I have seen I now can see no more.

Ode: Intimations of Immortality by Williarmn Wordsworth

There was a time when the untrammeled joys of youth warmed my heart, when
enthusiasm kick-started my days, idealism ignited my soul and visions coloured
my dreams. I was naive and gullible, I was putty in the hands of the teacher
whom I hero-worshipped, could give my right hand for the mentor who was
my idol and follow my role model to the end of the world! In retrospect, I look
back in wonder, not in shame, at my "celestial" days of monumental "freshness"!
Yes, I was green and quite proud about it. I wish I could revive this raw wonder
in my students. I wish I could light the fire of idealistic fervor in their hearts. I
wish I could galvanize them out of their overwhelming ennui and shock them
out of their jaded skepticism. Every generation carries a magic seed in its core,
ready to erupt and blossom forth in its finest majesty. We did too, and the
generation next would do the same. That faith keeps me going as every year, as
a fresh batch of students queue up for admissions at the college gate. Fresh
young faces, expectant eyes, attitude, swank, mischief and the curiosity...I look
for the curious face and the "wondering eye"...perhaps this year the student I
have been waiting for has arrived! The die-hard optimist in me embarks on the
annual quest yet again...that keen and receptive mind, those inquisitive eyes
that could draw a teacher's soul out into a profound act of knowledge sharing,
that rapt attention on an eager, earnest face compelling and demanding
more...debate, argument, analysis, critique, innovation.. .challenging and egging
on the instructor to delve deeper into the subject. "Deep in my heart T do believe"
that it shall happen one day!

I do believe that a quintessential teacher is on an‘eternal_ quest for the Eklavya
who would perpetuate her/his intellectual and ideological legacy. I, for my
part, will kindle timid flames of hope despite d1s§pp01nt§nents. I shall continue
to look for a spark of creativity, a flash of ingenuity, a glimpse of innocence or
a gesture of spontaneity from today's youth. I shall look for fqrthrightness not
circumspection... impulsive generosity, not calculated charity...honest eye

contact, not sly courtesy.



As a college teacher I have had the opportunity to interact with generation
next. The experience has been bittersweet. While classrooms are wonderful
fora for disseminating ideas to an impressionable crowd, "catch them young" is
a mantra which is fast losing its efficacy. The young are no longer impressionable,
nor even ready to listen. I am taken aback when I am confronted with rows of
"old" faces, slumped shoulders, world-weary expressions and "what's new" eyes.
The teacher in me recoils, withdraws and re-launches with forced vigour the
effort to rejuvenate the sagging spirit of today's lackadaisical youth. I realize
that they have lost their dream and are going through the ritual of education
driven by an individualistic ambition and self-interest. Either our expectations
from our youth are unrealistic or we have failed to communicate our ideals and
our dreams.

As a student I had grand notions about the college magazine as a precious
space for unleashing one's creative sorties and testing ground for critical acumen.
I saw it as amateur novices' laboratory for testing and honing writing skills and
a stepping stone for the would-be genius' masterpiece. As Prof-in-charge of the
college magazine, I nurtured that idea and added dimensions to it. I had a
vision of a students' magazine that would encapsulate their ideas in terms of
creative expression, linguistic skills, aesthetic/artistic potential and inculcation
of the spirit of enquiry and research. I felt that it should crystallize youthful
romance, encourage pedagogic debates and represent contemporary concerns.
The two Kanoians published in my tenure do not claim to have captured in
essence all that I had envisioned. Yet, the present volume does represent the
efforts of the editor, despite its inadvertent shortcomings. I leave my vision to
the editors of forthcoming issues of Kanoians. My quest continues...I still
nurture my timid flame of hope...I have the audacity to dream...deep in my
heart, I still do believe, that one day the teacher in me shall find the ideal student
to carry forward the vision and legacy of a teacher who refuses to relinquish
hope. I may be able to "influence eternity" after all!

O,
o
ML~
Dr. Madhumitow Purkayastha
Prof.-in-charge, Magazine
Associate Professor & Head,
Department of English,

D.H.S.K. College, Dibrugarh
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EXAMINE SATAN AS THE HERO OF PARADISE LOST
BOOK I AND JUSTIFY WITH ARGUMENTS

Prateeﬁ Chowdhury
B.A. 3rd Semester

Satan has been apparently projected as the hero of "Paradise Lost" Book I. Milton

has deliberately attributed heroic qualities to Satan an
But Beneath the bombast and magnificence, Satan has been constantly degraded, and in the

petty schemer. Satan is gradually croded of his grandeur, and
ersona has been reduced to that of a mere

d has described Satan in all his glory.

end, he has been reduced to a
by the end of the epic, in Book IX, his heroic p

serpent-a spineless creature.

Satan has been attribu
'guile’. Milton thus concentrates on all
as the antagonist of the epic, even before
with authorial interventions which imme
hero. There are faint hints beneath the mag

Satan's weakness. He has fallen from grace an
landed in the fiery Hell and as he recuperates to €€ Hell for the first time, there is a sense of

regret and pain. This regret and

defying God, but rather for the
that he has subjected himself to "Eternal Damn
uses bold words to mask his pain and loss.

When Satan speaks for the first time, his speech is underscored by a note of valour
t. But Milton demeans Satan's valour and courage by underlining

and an unconquerable spiri and .
the fact that Satan is "though in pain/vaunting aloud, but rack't with deep despair.” In the
following lines, Beelzebub has become aware of God's

acy. When he voiced out his fears and helplessness, Satan rebukes

admitted God's suprem - .
him and asserts his intentions to forever thwart God's plans. Milton, behind Satan's grandeur,
ut his foolish obstinacy, an

subtly points 0
The narration proceeds to Satan's secon

ted with epithets like "Infernal Serpent”, possessing 'envy' and
the negative qualities of Satan, thereby asserting him
the epic narration began. The entire epic is underlined
diately demean the status of Satan from that ofa
nificent descriptions and speeches, which show
d has lost Heaven and happiness. He has

pain is not for the reason that he has realized his mistake of

hostile surrounding that he has faced in Hell. He is aware
ation", yet he does not reveal it. Instead, he

power and has very reluctantly

d as a result, his speech sounds hollow and empty.
d speech where he re-establishes his claim to
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defy God to eternity. This speech also contains all the elements necessary to make it sound
heroic. Satan has been attributed with courage and an indomitable spirit to succeed even in
the most hostile conditions. The speech begins on a defiant note but gradually as the speech
develops momentum, it becomes hollow. There is a subtle tone of resignation undermining
the latter part of the speech when he accepts Hell as the "seat of desolation". He is aware of
the fact that all is lost and he is subject to eternal domination in a desolate place full of pale
and dreadful flames yet "void of light". The words are a mere bombast and resound a hollow
note to mask his resignation.

The poet then employs an epic simile to compare Satan's huge body lying ‘prostrate
on the "burning take" to titanians or earth-born", "Briarios" or "Typhon" and to "Leviathan".
In this simile, Milton deliberately employs pagan images suggesting their association with
evil. For Milton, the Puritan, anything beyond the purview of Christianity has to be evil.
Thus, all these evil associations with Satan are deliberately aimed by Milton to establish
Satan as the "arch-villain" of Paradise Lost.

Satan is further demeaned of his heroic stature when Milton uses his authorial
intervention to demonstrate the ways of God. He also uses the concept of pre-destination to
show God's omnipotency and underlines the fact that had God not wanted Satan to rise,
Satan would have never been able to lift himself up from the "burning Lake". It was God's
will to leave Satan to "his own dark designs" so that he may "heap on himself domination".
Thus Satan rose from the "Pool" and he rested his "unblest feet" on the ground of solid fire.

A few lines later, Milton uses similar device to reduce Satan's stature when he describes
Satan and Beelzebub "glorying to have escaped"

from their uncomfortable position on the
merit of their "recovered strength"

and not realizing that they succeeded because God intended

them to.
The narration further proceeds to Satan's third speech. Unlike the previous speeches,
this speech is characterized by the note of resignation evident in Satan when he describes
Hell and all the while reminisces of losing the comforts of Heaven. This speech of Satan

also accentuates the concept of free will evident in his words. The fact that God chose him

to be the ultimate source of evil is a concept of pre-destination. Satan was destined to b
e

evil. But the decisions that he took to execute his evil actions, and the plans that he decided
iy . , ’ e
were a decision of his own free will. The decision to thwart God's plans for et " ec1de
€icrnity, and to
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seduce mankind, were very much his own decisions. Milton lays emphasis on this fact, and
uses it to prove Satan as the antagonist of 'Paradise Lost'. The concluding lines of Satan's
speech also give a glimpse of him as a democratic leader of his fallen angels. But this is a
fake projection as the fallen angels don't have anything left to choose for but abide by

Satan's wishes.
As the narration proceeds forth to Satan's fourth speech, Satan is compared to "Sun

new risen" but this grand comparison loses its grandeur when Milton uses an evil association

to it. He brings in the illustration of a rising sun after an eclipse, which is an evil omen.

Moreover, the degradation of Satan is emphasized when Milton compares Satan's radiance

to the dimmed radiance of the sun in an eclipse. In Heaven, Satan's radiance was so brilliant,

it was similar to the sun, too brilliant for the naked eye. But as he has fallen from grace, his

radiance has been curtailed, like the sun that has been covered either by mist or an eclipse.
As Satan reiterates his plan to thwart God's plans for eternity and use "fraud or guile"

to achieve his ends, Satan is seen gloating over his own ideologies. He calls God a tyrant and
asserts that it justis a physical defeat and not a defeat of their spirits. What Milton wishes to

project behind this bombast, is that it is God's will that has allowed Satan to plan his evil
rojected Satan as an ultimate democrat. Although Milton was a

republican himself, yet ironically, in the context of the epic, democracy is associated to evil.

Milton. illustrates how the democratic system of Satan did not lead to any fruitful conclusions,
y aptly naming the council of Satan as Pandemonium.
a perfect representative of his subjects.

ways. Milton has also p

but rather gave in to chaos, thereb
Milton represents Satan as the ultimate democrat- . i s subj
The main quality attributed to Satan is his oratorial skills,‘whlch af:cordfng to Mllt'on, is an
essential quality for any democratic leader. Satan uses h.lS ?ratorlal skills tc.> motivate ‘hlS
legions of fallen angels and in turn, is successful in hoodwinking them. There is a pretension

of beine democratic when Satan suggests the formation of a "Full Counsel" to decide the
: y after that, he announces his decision to declare war

further plan of action. But immediatel s b .
against God. So the concept of a discussion in a vfull council” is unquestionable. Thus,
Milton has portrayed Satan as a1l autocrat in

subject is own benefit. . . :
: IS [tj?r e Oh acterization of Satan is a personification of disobedience. The key factor

! ar .
Homs e st of "Paradise Lost" i because he disobeyed God and chose

that makes Satan the antagoni

the guide of a democrat who hoodwinks his
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to act on his own accord. As the narration proceeds, the reader can witness the grand evil
schemes of Satan. The main intention of Satan is to defy God and he chooses Man as a pawn
to accomplish his plan. Milton has elevated evil to the level of it being beautiful, and with
the grandeur of Satan, has empowered and glorified evil. But amongst, all these glorification,
Milton has also exposed Satan as a hollow character full of bombast. .
Secondly, the main objective of elevating Satan to such a high stature is to show that
goodness transcends even the splendour of evil. Satan, being the arch-fiend of the epic, is
the gateway through which we can decipher Milton's belief of knowing good through evil,
So Milton's Satan is not some ordinary evil character. He has to be elevated to an "all but

divine " stature if one is to measure God's omnipotency through Satan.

Thirdly, Milton has treated Satan as a democrat, who has rebelled against the divine

monarchical order. Contrary to his real life ideals, democracy has been associated with

Satan and evil. Satan's obstinacy to defy God is so extreme, that even thouy

gh he suggests a
discussion in a counsel, yet he has already made his decision. There 1S no narration of

anyone reflecting his plans, or coming up to a decision after discussio
just obey Satan's word, because they don't have any other
narration directly proceeds to the building of Pandemonium,

Thus, Milton has projected Satan as the glorification of e
greatness of God. By the end of the epic, Satan's
fickle and crusading character.

n. The fallen angels
option than to do that, and the

Vil just to accentuate the
glory is receded and he is reduced to a

+44+4
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PHOTOGRAPHY AND ITS EVOLUTION

Rajib Lochan Borah
Assistant Professor,
Department of Botany,
DHSK College

Photography is the best medium to communicate both literate and illiterate. It is also

um to send a messagetoa community or a population. Photography has currently

the best medi
something electronic becomes a

entered in such an era that everyone who is holding
photographer, since almost all electronic gadgets has in-built digital cameras fitted into

them.

Photography combines science,
re li

arts and commerce. A camera is nothing but a

scientific instrument which can captu ght and store in its memory. On the other hand,

when the subjects in a photograph provoke thou
Similarly, when different kind of photography related companies compete in the market

with their products, or photographs themselves are marketed, photography is converted to

ght among the observers then it becomes art.

commerce.
Like any other subject of civilized world, photography has also undergone gradual

changes, which can be termed as evoluti

cameras and chemical processing of films or s0 €

ameras became electronic, reel
eceptors called pixels, plastic reels carrying photosensitive

tic or optical storages-

there are various camera and camera technologies.

ge of cameras provided by various companies.
s a whole. They are the

on in photography. First there was the mechanical
alled reels. Then came the electronic and
digital era where ¢ s are replaced by sensors, chemicals are
replaced by tiny electronic photor
chemicals are replaced by magne

Like any other scientific areas,

geta classification of the ran
there are mainly two kinds of cameras a

as & Single Lens Reflex (SLR) cameras. In a range finder
Jects the subject by the view finder lens, while the

Camera takes the shot through another lens. But, inan SLR camera, the photographer selects

the subject by the same 1ens through which the camera takes the shot. A moving mirrot
her's €ye whi

reflects the light to the photograp ch enters through the lens. Therefore, the

Therefore, we may
In case of still photography
range finder compact camer
compact camera the photographer S¢
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name is given as the single lens reflex camera. Again, in a range finder camera the lens
through which the shot is taken is permanently fixed, and thus no up-gradation of the lens is
possible. But, in an SLR, lenses of different kinds can be replaced according the need of the
photographer. Therefore, professional photographers always prefer the SLR by which they
can use the same camera for years by changing the lenses from time to time. SLRs have
bigger sensors to capture more light from the subject, and thus the photos taken by SLRs are
always better and sharper. But, the SLRs are costlier, heavy, bigger in size & difficult to
carry.

Because of these difficulties, companies are trying to combine the good qualities of
both of these classes and creating new types such as super zoom bridge cameras, mirror less

cameras etc. Superzoom cameras have smaller sensors, but the lens fitted to capture the shot

is very powerful, so that it can capture a subject from a great distance, Thus, a photographer

with a superzoom has the advantage of light weight but powerful camer

a. But, there are
drawbacks such as - the lens is permanently

fixed, the sensor is smaller than SLR etc.
Mirrorless camera is a new concept in photography.

related parts are completely removed to make the cam
can select the subject by the LCD (Liquid Crystal
sizes of the mirrorless cameras are intermediate between the compacts and SI.Rs. The lenses

of mirrorless cameras can be changed like the SLRs. But the biggest drawback is that, the
LCD screen should be always in ON mode to get any shot, & th

charged more rapidly than the compact or the SLRs.

Another new concept in the SLR types is the SLT ¢
where the mirror is non-moving and transparent, through

In these types the moving mirror and its

era smaller and lighter, The photographer
Display) screen at the back. The sensor

ameras. SLT is actually an SLR,
which the light coming from the

subject can pass to reach the sensor, hence the name Single I ens Translucent (SLT) camera.

pixels per unit area, pixel size, processing speed etc.



© @ o 7 oty TR WHIL © ws3-30 I

camera with a sensor having more megapixel is better". The first thing is the size of the
sensor. If the sensor is small and the pixels are more, then the pixels will be smaller and

weaker to capture light in low li ght condition, which will create the grainy image phenomenon

called "noise". Because of these facts, the professional advanced cameras have the biggest

nfull frame'. The sensors are then downsized gradually in APS-C(DX)SLR,
er than sizes,

sensors called as

Micro-four third, mirrorless, superzoom and compact kinds of cameras. Oth
the sensor quality is also tried to be improved by new techniques such as Back

Illumination(BIS), etc.
s the hardware in a camera which converts the light into electronic

A processor i
rent names given by different companies

signals by using specific softwares. There are diffe
which are continuously upgraded from time to time, for example, Nikon's Expeed and Canon's

Digic. Every new camera has its newer processor version, and thus there is an evolution and

competition in the processor manufacturing.

A lens is the tool which brings the subjects
d in superzooms these are fixed permanently and thus

image to the sensor, thus it is the eye of the

photography. In range finder compact an
we do not have the liberty to select the right variety.

SLT or Mirrorless cameras, nothing becomes more imp
for different kind of shots. Like the other parts of the camera, the lenses are undergoing

continuous up-gradation and improvements by adding newer features for more enhanced quality
of images. The general principle of a lens is that, the longef‘ the .focal leng-th, the m.ore the
subject appears big. Lenses for cameras can be broadly divided into two kinds - Primes &
Zooms. The primes are the lenses where the focal lengths are fixed and the shots are the
sharpest and best. But, it cannot move the image in and out..The Zooms }.lave a rfmge ot.‘ focal
lengths and therefore the images can be enlarged or di):v:;:z(iir::; .n::::fgﬂt:el;nr?iz ::h ?r:

out. But. the image qualities of the zooms .
, th gedq wide-angle etc. A macro lens can

s such as the macro portrait, telephoto,
a very big on¢ by focusing very close and then magnifying

dto photograph selectively focused subjects
lephoto prime enlarges a distant subject

But, whenever we enter the world of SLR,
ortant than selecting the proper lenses

are inferior

are various kind

enlarge a tiny subject's image into .
um range lens designe

it. A portrait lens is the medi
t of focus. Ate

by sendi irable subjects 04
nding the undesl de angle prime captures a very large area and thus used to

(used in bird photogra hy). A Wi :
o llr photograp people, an entire mountain, a beautiful landscape etc.
a lar;

e group of ’ . ,
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The zoom lenses are actually nothing but combination of many glass elements which
when zoomed to and fro changes the focal length so that the same lens can be used to
photograph a landscape, a distant bird etc.. In addition to these versatilities, the zooms are
much cheaper. Thus, zooms are much popular. But, still a professional always prefers the
primes, because the quality cannot be compromised in professionalism. There are some
other features in the modern lenses which were not found in the lenses made earlier. The
modern camera lenses have two most important things called as Image Stabilisation (IS/VR/
VC) & Autofocus. Whenever we click a camera, a jerk takes place and thus we have to hold
the camera very firm and still. But, in certain situations such as the moving birds, cars,
sports, etc the camera has to be moved and still we need to get sharp shots without any blur.
In those situations, the image stabilization compensates the jerks and the light reaches the
sensor without any vibration. Because of this stabilization, even a child can shoot like a pro,
though his hand may shake during the click. Another revolution is the electronic autofocus.
In earlier days, the photographer has to focus at the subjects by rotating, pulling or pushing
a focusing ring by fingers judging by his or her naked eye. But, nowadays the lenses are
such that, it automatically focuses to the subject by optical sensors present in the lens,

Since photography has various applications, people of different disciplines are trying
to use it according to their need. For example, the biological researchers are attaching cameras
to microscopes by specific rings called as adapters by which th

€y are now able to get the
pictures of the tiny organisms like bacteria, fungi, etc.

Digital photography always requires a computer either for developing printout or to
shown in a screen. Therefore, there are developments of various photographic softwares to
change the characteristics of the actual images. This is called as post Processing. The
processing softwares may be used to sharpen, contrast, enlarge etc. there are various popular
softwares such as Picasa, Photoshop etc to name a few. Thus, photography has reached such
a point from where we can create any image of our desire.

Along with the still photography, video photography is the most unavoidable part in
our life. Almost everything shown in TV, Cinema etc are shot in a kind of video camera.
Like the still cameras the video cameras the video cameras also hag the s

ame components
such as lens, sensor, processor etc. But, the general principle is that th

! € pixel density in
video camera is lower than still camera, becauge otherwise the st

» Orage space will have to be
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very big (more pixel needs more memory space). Another feature found in video cameras is
the continuous focus mechanism in the lenses. The shots taken by video cameras are always

moving. Therefore, the camera takes the shots rapidly by focusing continuously. The lenses
used in the video cameras are generally zooms, since the camera has to be used in rapid

focus changing situations. But, nowadays, almost all still cameras are fitted with video
options & vice versa, and thus the differences between the still and video cameras are

decreasing. But, to get quality video recording one should always use a dedicated video

camera designed for video only.
Along side the modernization of main components, the evolutions of the accessories
are also taking place. For example, there are different kinds of filters, adapters, stands, lens

cabinets, extension tubes, lights, flashes, remote shutters, teleconverters etc which are used

by the expert photographers. Filters are actually glasses attached in front of the lens to
create specific effects. Adapters are many. The reverse adapter can attach a lens to a camera
in reverse position. Specific adapters may attach SLR lenses to the mirrorless cameras.
Telecoverters are a kind of lens fitted in between a lens and the camera to enhance the
magnification power of the lens. Extension tubes are attached between a lens and a camera

to focus more closely to the subject. There are various lens cabinets, called as dehumidifiers

which can create a dry environment so that the lenses kept inside are not attacked by fungus.

There are various kinds of stands from tripods to monopods for different photography

situations. Remote shutter are like a TV remote by which the camera may be clicked by

infrared signal without touching the camera.

Thus, photography has become a vast subject, which is also becoming a subject of
research. There are the magazines solely on photography and some electronics journals also
devote at least one chapter on photography. But, with more modernization, photography has

become much more complex and costly. But, it may be impossible to find a human being

photography in any part of his life (excluding the blinds).
the related commerce is also under revolution.
There are competitions of both hardwares and softwares of photography among the companies.
hen a new photography product is released by a

No company is secure in the market, since, W
ther company releases a similar product for a much lower price.

company, within months ano .
For youngsters; photography can be a profession, there are different kinds of

who is not attracted to
With the evolution of photography,
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professions such as fashion photography, nature photography etc where h.uge investments
are done by media related proprietors. Rare photographs may be sold for ml.lhons of dollars.
Aphotograph may give justice to a victim of crime, by identifying the culprft. A-rare plant or
animal may be recorded before extinction. Rare moments such as solar eclipse, appearance
of comets, accidents, natural calamities, festivals etc can be recorded. Photographs may be

tools of teaching. There are various photographic societies, exhibitions, websites etc where

competitions are going on all over the world, in many of which, the prize money is attractive.

We cannot halt the time. But, a photograph can hold time, by keeping the images
intact even after the demise of the photographed subject.
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“NATIONAL INTEGRATION AND COMMUNAL HARMONY”

Bharatsingh Senabaya Deori
Department of Political Science
BA 4th Semester

The message from God to mankind is always the same-’Live in peace and Harmony’.

Its duty of our to maintain communal harmony and to have national integration. In this

article I have writes the deeds done by some great personalities to bring peace and to encourage
people to walk on a paths of non-violence.
o read the preamble of our constitution which specifies the nature of

Firstly, we have t
e achieved for all the citizens. Let us, read

the Indian state and the objectives which are to b

the preamble:- .
“We the people of India having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a sovereign,

socialist, secylar, democratic republic and to secure all its citizens-
Justice-, social, economic, political, equality of status and opportunity and to promote

among the all, fraternity, assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and Integrity of

the nation. '
Secondly, below are the basic fundamental duties written in the constitution which

we need to follow-
(a) To abide by the constitution and respect its ideal and institution, the National Flag

and the National Anthem.

(b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for

freedom. ' . ' . N
(c) To uphold and protect the sovereingty, unity and integrity ot India.
and render national service when called upon to do so.

d the country
(d) to defen t of common brotherhood amongst all the people

and the spiri
diversities, to renounce

To promote harmony _
(e)Top linguistic and regional or sectional

of India transcending religious,

. ionity of women.

ra tory to the dignity 0 - . it intai

p ctxc:;/ dero;g:: :nyake - cease on all anti nati onal and anti-integration activities to maintain
e need to

peace and harmony.
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Some of the works of great personalities:

- Mahatma Gandhi said, “Let us forget all thought of, I am Hindu, you are Muslim, or
I am a Gujrati, you a Madrasi, let us think, I and mine in a Common Indian Nationality, we
shall be free only when a large number of our people are determined to swim or sing together”.

- Adi Shankracharya had brought emotional integration to India by establishing
monasteries in four corners of India. The communal harmony between Hindus and Muslims
in 1200 years to.

- The eminent court poet of Sultan Balban-"Amir Khusro” has defended the cause of
building monuments in India in ooder to bring communal harmony between Hindus and
Muslims.

Saint Kabir, swami vivekananda, Ram Krishna Paramhansa said, “God is one-Allah

is Ram, Rahim, Krishna and Karim. All the religions are the pathe that lead to God.

- Swami Vivekananda message was “Why so much commotion, war, controuversy

and blood shed is going on in the name of God? Those who have not felt the true spirit of
religions should not talk in vain about God.”

To maintain communal harmony has been our greatest concern, not only
but is present times also. The informating and public Relations Departments is
communal harmony by organizing meeting,
promotes communal harmony,

is the past
promoting
seminar, symposia a National Integration and

regular articles are contributed by eminent scholar on how to
promote national harmony and on secular cylt.

Some Important daps-

January 30th is celebrated as Martyrs daps. November 19th (Indira Gandhi Birthday)
is known as “Quami Ekata Diwas”. where the masses takes oath to maintain the integration
of the nation and to safeguard soverignity of India.

It our duty first and then Government duty. The Government is doing al that it can.
But the Govt. can only frame rules and laws. The responsibility of the light equation of those

laws lies with each individual. So let us pledge to build our nation on the strong foundation
of National Integration and Communal Harmony.

Together we can and we will make a differences.

+444
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SAMUEL BECKETT'S
"WAITING FOR GODOT" AS AN
ABSURD PLAY
Anurag Borpatrogohain
Tripti Goswami
5th Semester

DHSK College, Dibrugarh

The “Theatre of the Absurd” was a phrase derived from Albert Camus ‘Philosophy of

the Absurd and popularized by Martin Esslin’s book The Theatre of Absurd (1961). The
«“Qver turned twenty five centuries of

n”. The chaos of existence was

Theatre of Absurd, in words of Claude Schumacher,
tradition by rejecting all rules and by facing the chaos head-o

conceptualized by Camus and Sarte, is the basis of Absurd Drama.
Absurd Drama was largely derived from the philosophical thought of Camus and
m. It is a specifically 20" century European

Sarte which may be called Existentialis
hilosophy.

development of what is generally recognized as a pessimistic tradition in Western p

Its ideological influence is reflected in the feelings of angst, boredom, alienation, meaningless

and fear that pervade whole tradition of literary writing from Proust, Musil, and Kaflea to

Camus, Sarte and Beckett. The absurd is defined by Camus as the
over order and purpose in a world which firmly refuses to

Myth of Sisyphus (1942).

‘tension’ which arises

from man’s determination to disc

show ether. This definition of the absurd is found in Camus’ The
seeks to examine the ways in which Samuel Beckett’s Waiting For Godot

also in terms of its structure. In Waiting for Godot,
othingness, to the

‘The paper
is an absurd play not just in its theme but
subjectivism has led him to a morbid preoccupation with n

Beckett’s . . _
“that there is nothing to €Xpress, nothing with which to express,

conviction in his own words,
ch to express, N0 pOWer to express,

ss”. (Martin Esslin’s Three Dialogues)

nothing from whi no desire to express, together with the
in

obligation to €Xpre
ESTRAGON : Nothing to be done...

ESTRAGON: Nothing .
ESTRAGON: There’s nothing to show [Act ], i, 18-20) ,
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In the play Waiting For Godot the central premise is waiting, that is, an eternal wait
to accomplish something momentous. Here the ‘Waiting’ is dinged on to “Nothinglessness”.
Like in Myth of Sisyphus, where Sisyphus furnished a hopeful escape from the eternal
punishment, the two tramps-Vladimir and rstragon are presented as waiting for Godot, they
are never certain as to who or what Godot is, nor are they sure if they are waiting at the right
place on the right day. Even the tramps cannot say what will happen when Godot arrives or
what would happen if they stopped waiting for him. To pass their time while waiting they
argue, contemplate suicide, discuss passages from the Bible, and encounter Pozzo and Lucky
a master and slave. At the end of the first act, a young boy who is supposed to be the
messenger of Godot or might be a psychological projection of any of the two tramps comes
with the message that Godot will not come today but he will come tomorrow. The second act
is almost the same as Act I with only a few changes which may or may not be noticeable by

the audiences. The play concludes with a famous exchange in both the Acts.
VLADIMIR: Well, Shall we go?

ESTRAGON: Yes, let’s go.
(They do not move.) [Act I & 11] (59) (98)

In the traditional play, it is expected to entertain the audience with logically built,
witty dialogues. But in the play like absurd, the dialogues that the characters exchanges are
meaningless babble. They use language to fill the emptiness between them, to conceal the
fact that they have no desire to talk to each other anything at all. The absurq plays deal with
the themes of existentialism. The absurd playwrights tried to translate the contemporary
existentialist philosophy into the drama. They also tried to portray the distressfi] conditions
of the humans, that is, man struggles to live or rather exist, in a hostile and uncaring world,

In Beckett’s words, human is the endurance and tolerance to “the boredom of living” “replaced

by the suffering of being”. These phrases speaks volumes of a philosophy born oyt of the
harsh human realities. Same is in the case of Vladimir and Estragon, they 80 on repeating
the same actions and motives underlying their actions. The thing is that every moment of
everyday, human waits for something and that waiting never ends, So m

any times in the play
a possibility is suggested which is immediately undercyt by its unhappy opposite. This
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technique i .
que is used by Beckett to relay his theme that life is uncertain and unpredictable at its

best, u i i
nfortunate and unending at its worst. To further state this theme, Estragon asserts that

“There’
ere’s no la s 10 1ifa” .
ck of void in life”. Thus, absence, emptiness, nothingness and unresolved

mysteries are central features in the play.
Waiting for Godot is not constructed along traditional lines, with

Structurally,
but it has a firm, though of a different

exDositi
position, development, reversal and denouement,

ki o s
ind, a structure which is based on repetition and symmetry. The symmetry is evident, first

of all, in the coupling, of conceiving things in pairs. The play seems to have been constructed

on sets of binaries. It has two acts which purport to dram

cters. It employs two sets of
a brother. The two central couples in the play, is

conceived so indivisibly that is functions as a single agential unit. While Pozzo and Lucky
]adimir and Estragon are unable to part company despite

has not four gharactcrs, but two agential

atize two consecutive evenings in

the life of its central chara characters and each set is a pair.

Interestingly, even the messenger boy has

are physically tied to each other, V

their frequently expressed wish. Thus, the play
clled to a futile and perpetual waiting and imprisoned, as it were

units, The tramps are comp
in space. Pozzo and Lucky, on the other hand, are committed to an equally futile and perpetual

d are confined within a temporal prison-

bserves, is ‘woven with repetition’ Act IT is a

s Ruby Cohn 0
y circular and repetitive in nature, like Sisyphus

wandering an
Regarding repetition, 2
repetition of Act 1. The play is essentiall

eternal labour.
The setting is the same and the time is the same in both"acts. The action takes place
e landscape @ lonely, an isolated road with a single tree. In the second act,
the view point of the audiences, the setting is

tree, but from
the road is located; all we know is that the action

Act I to Act I1, there is no difference in

in exactly the sam

there are some leaves on the
never told where

exactly the same. We are
s lonely road. Thus from
ore important

of the play unfolds on thi
peat, in addition

either the setting or in the time. M
etition of the actions. To re

than the repetition of setting and time,
to the basic structure of

however, is the rep
actions indicated earlier that is:
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Vladimir and Estragon alone-
Arrival of Pozzo and Lucky
Vladimir and Estragon alone
Arrival of Boy Messenger

Vladimir and Estragon alone

There are many lesser actions that are repeated in both acts. At the beginning of each
act, for example, several identical concerns should be noted. Among this is the emphasis on
Estragon’s boots. Also, too, Vladimir, when first noticing Estragon, uses virtually the same
words: “So there you are again” in Act I (18) and “There you are again” in Act I (p. 42). At
the beginning of both acts, the first discussions concerns a beating that Estragon received
just, prior to their meeting. For example:

VLADIMIR: And they didn’t beat you?
ESTRAGON: Beat me? Certainly beat me.
VLADIMIR: The same lot as usual?

ESTRAGON: The same? I don’t know. [Act II] (p. 19)
VLADIMIR: Who beat you? Tell me

ESTRAGON: Another day done with (Act II) [Book Land (62)]

At the beginning of both acts, Vladimir and Estragon emphasize repeatedly that they
are there to wait for Godot.

VLADIMIR: Who beat you? Tell me

ESTRAGON: Another day done with (Act IT) [Book Land (62)]

At the’b‘eginning of both acts, Vladimir and Estragon emphasize repeatedly that they
are, there to wait for Godot.

VLADIMIR: We are waiting for Godot

VLADIMIR: Wait for Godot

VLADIMIR: We are waiting fo; Godot (54)

In the endings of both acts, Vladimir and Estragon discuss the possibility of ranging

themselves, and in both endings they decide to bring some good strong rope with then the
next day so that they can hang themselves. For example:
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ESTRAGON: [Looking at the tree]

Pity we haven’t get a bit of rope
VLADIMIR: Come on. It’s cold. (We draws Estragon after him as before]

VLADIMIR: Yes
ESTRAGON: Twelve can bring a good bit of rope. [Act II] (97)
With the arrival of Pozzo and Lucky each act, we notice that even though their physical

appearance has theoretically changed, outwardly they seem the same; they are still tied

together on an endless journey to an unknown place to rendezvous with a nameless person

Likewise, the Boy Messenger, while theoretically different, brings the exact same

message: Mr. Godot will not come today;
d turnips involvement with hats, their multiple insults, and

matter are found repeatedly in both

but he will surely come tomorrow. In addition

involving carrots, radishes an
their reconciling embraces those and many more lesser

acts.
Finally and most important, there are the large concepts: first, the suffering of the

r attempts, however futile,
Godot all these make the two acts clearly repetitive

tramps; second, thei to pass time; third their attempts to part, and

ultimately, their incessant waiting for
circular (Myth of Sisyphus) in structure, and the fact that these repetitious are so obvious in

the play in Beckett’s manner of breaking away from the traditional play of asserting the
uniqueness of his own circular structure. '

However Waiting for Godot can also be regarded as an absurd play because it is
different from “poetic theatre”. Neither it makes a considerable use of dream and fantasy
poetic language. The situation almost remains unchanged and

nAct I we are not sure as to what attitude we

nor does it employ conscious

oughout the play. I
ions the ways, of which the two

should adopt towards the d
tramps pass their lives in 2 transpa

Godot remains 2 mystery an
obligation to express nothing, with nothing an

Waiting for Godot.

rent deception.

d curiosity still hol
d from nothing,

ds a sway. It is this mystery, inner
that seems to be at worth in
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“Nothingness, by definition cannot be a place. Nor can it be linked to the mythical
choose out of which God is said to have created the Universe. Rather, it is abstract
(philosophical) idea rather than a place. In Godot, this idea lacks on the quality of a
metaphysical or numinous space whose reigning deity is Godot or Absence. The central
paradox of this space in the play is that it is perceived simultaneously as physically boundless-
Estragon’s gesture towards the Universe is inclusive as in the tramps’ frequent scanning of
the horizon-and as psychologically and spiritually claustrophobic. The motif of being
imprisoned in a vast or narrow space without complete freedom of movement is common to

all of Beckett’s plays.” (Javed Malick)

Waiting for Godot is a play which extensively exploits the concept of “nothing ness”.

The entire scenario of the play: its themes, its structure and its background all validate the
absurdity of moden life and is successful in establishing itself as an absurd play.
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