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LOOKING BACK: FEMINISM

AND

WOMEN'S PROGRESS

Dr. Madhumita Purkayastha
Department of English

^ trnnirsil we have arrived at a moment in

history or more ap y, contexi, we need to reinforce toe
Situation of women m in women's development. The backlash
contribution and ro e o of disintegrating family units
against fenunism has . replicating social structures of
(microcosmic ® ® chauvinistic theories of women's
oppression) and resultant "social, moral and ethical chaos"
social roles and f jj^/^eco^^^ the momentous role thesesqnarelyonfei^ste,!
women have played in c^ oreanized poh'tical effort and further into
discrimination smd mj"^^ discernible change in the status of women
concrete action to nn g wonder" at the salutary
in society. Can we ne p „f ,ubstance? What better than to laud them
endeavours of these ^ ̂ ,^^5^ than to revisit their struggles and
and reclaim their lost cause, wn

restate their concerns^



Having said this, it is also necessary to way to participate in and achieve success in all walks of
place in perspective the term "progress of life. The significance ofthe special efforts women have
women". "Progress or development" as we made for women, to improve their situation, to combat
understand in a general sense is indicative of gender bias and to strive for changes in the social,
wellbeing, equality of opportunity and economic, political and cultural order,
betterment in every aspect/respect of "What is feminism?" and'Nvho are feminists?" are
existence/life. As a term fi-om social science, the two most widely debated questions that must be
development is gauged by indicators like addressed atthispoint The word 'feminism' hasmultiple
education, health, employment, earning and strands of meaning and has accommodated
expenditure choices andpattans, social status, multidimensional perspectives. Consequently, in the
participation in public life, representation in contemporary context, one refers to "feminisms" rather
decision-making positions to name a few. than presume to impose a monolithic core theory or
Broadly speaking, a holistic development is definition. One could however attempt a baseline
measured or interpreted in terms of definition by identifying a commonality of concern/
empowerment, which in tum is influenced by common ground and assertingthat feminisms worldwide
participation in decision makingprocesses and "concem themselves with women's inferior position in
is reflected in budget allotment and execution society and with discrimination aicountered by women
and policy implementation. In other words, because of their sex. Furthomore, one could argue that
empowerment leading to development is a all feminists call for changes in the social, economic,
long term process, which does not happen political or cultural order, to reduce and eventually
overnight This reinforces the importance of overcome this discrimination against women "
acknowledgingthehistoricalroleoffeminists {Feminism, Jane Freedman, p. 1) Unique to feminist
mthedevelopmentofwomenforundeniably hypothesis is its insistence on the inextricable link

'^«°"^«»y™'P™««andbetweenthecomnunalthefoundatioiistofethectagemwomen's andprivate-Theoiymdexperiencehaveavmrsmguto
situationwaslaicibyfaiunists. relationship within femini^

^oWng back, the fight for women's ■fliepeisonaiinpoiiticai'.Certamtem.sin.v.n.^pn^equaitty, dignity and nghts was bom out of theory are used to sum up what appe"rSS
woi^^mcreasmgawarenessoftheprevaient experiences of women Amon^S are 'wrfgend^dKcmnmWonandgenderdisparityin 'femily', ■palriarehy', -sexuaiitv m.inl nLIL,:society. Women s movements aii over the of Feminism: Theory and pLis" JZd^Su)
woridhadstemmedfiomthesenseofinjustice Contrary to popular notions w ' ^ ® 'andoppressionsufieredbywomentiiough rathe^Stoa^SntnTTT It
centuries.IntheWestemnationsoftheworid marginaiized and oppressed Erouns IT ■ lifiedenlightened and sensitized women had patnChy as 4e"ae®:S™f„S11organi^ftemseivesmapoHticaimove^^^ A feminist then, ado^StoadestforvuKh^onofwomen'sn^tsanddigmty. ofdefinitions,isawomanwho;ecoStodf and
In India, the earliest pro-women movements is recognized bv others acbegan in the pre-independence era. The concerSi aboWwfZ'.s ""f*" "
siruggieforindependencesawtheanergence about women's difibrences OPpressron, is conscio



of strong feminist movements at different moments movement was initiated with women's
as a series of 'waves'. First wave feminism is participation in non-cooperation movement
identified with women's suffragette movement and during eraofnationaliststmggles. In Assam
struggles to achieve voting rights and political talented women with great quafitiesofhead
representation in the late eighteenth and nineteenth and heart took up leadership roles, standing
centuries Second wave feminism marks the shouldertoshoulderwith their men folk.
resurgenceoffeministactivityinthelate 1960s However, independence fiom British mle
and 1970s when protest again centred round did not automatically translate mto realitywomen'sinequality,notonlyinteniisoflackof thedreamofanegalitanan^dgenderjua
equal political rights but in the aieas of toaily. society. Women now had to regrcP ands^uahWandwotk-TOsincludedwomen'scultutal poolthmrstrengthsand^^to
andUt^initiativestorelocatewomeninhistoty. a new battle^e battle for equality,
tofore^tmdwomen-scontriW—^ wll-s'SriTe
'J.rSl^n:r»»tofnations.I.; emetged as lite^, ̂cial. economic,cultural ana econo .^ntribution to the cultural and political groups forming

S^^foCS^rltetregatingthe Mama SaastHc., Self Help Groups,lootcausesofgendadispmty.th^woinmhave ™ yi ^ells and
played a crucial role in advancng the cause of uon-

-estem^nismwass.^-^^^
for mainstream imperviousness an entrepreneurial projects, self-
failure to acconraiodate and employment endeavours, advocacy and
voices. Wth the emergence 0 p awareness raising campaigns on legal and

was questioned. The dilemm . ^ pan national network of women's
"third world countries" ^ or first support systems are at work to improve
not beenadequately addressed by of women in society. Women
world feminism. The "fliird wave ® ^ strands today have leamt to lobby and networksince then emerged, recognizmgm P and to create pressure groups to promote
of feminist ideologies and Xo women's causes.
however is more individualistic an . .f 'w Statistics indicate that workforce

be precise. Third Wave ^ = js„, the participation of women in all sectors hasthatemergedinthe 1990s. Like nolitical, increased. Political representation of
Third Wave focuses on the womrai has increased, mortalityrates have
social, and personal empowermen ° deoreasedjparticipationindecisionmaldngThis newer form offeminism focuses m ^les and change fadlitatingpositions have

individual empowerment of wo®en ^ increased. Theirparticipation in public life
activism. It celebrates women's joum )^^^^^^ increased with increasing awareness
rneaningfiil identities in die comp ̂  '^fi.gujselves about the politics of personal life and the
world. Wavefemii^te private-public dichotomy They have
as survivors, not victims. Tney re unapologetic begun to prioritize their public roles and
question double standards and are p celebrate their biological differences while
in their pro-women stand. t„ j:™ women's asserting their capabilities and defying

As mentioned earlier, m



stereotypical and gendered role assignments.
Women have leamt the advantages of organized
approach to combat discrimination. Women
today are not only conscious ofthe importance
of the feminist struggles that had facilitated change
in the situation of women, they are doubly aware
of the crucial necessity of understanding the
conceptual/theoretical framework of feminist
action and discourse.

However, despite the positive impression
of women's development that is conveyed by
the statistics, the flip side of the picture is not so
encouraging. With increasing participation of
women in public life, crimes against women are
on the rise. Although women's workforce
participation has increased significantly, they
cluster mostly in the lower and middle levels.
Only about a meager three percent women in
India have been able to reach the top positions
at the professional level. Working women's
multiple burdens at workplace and home have
resulted in increased stress, exhaustion and
conflicts. The shift in the balance of power and
interventions in the patriarchal power bastions
have not been welcomed. Women's
achievements, contributions and efforts have
been devalued and undermined. Although a lot
has been achieved in terms of women's
development and progress, so much more needs
to be done to ensure the sustainability of the same
while takingnew initiatives to build an egalitarian
society.

In conclusion, it would be pertinent to stress
that women in leadership roles and decision
making positions can bring about meaningful
change and transformation in the lives of other
women only ifthey are sensitized to their special
responsibility as role models and mentors to
promote and encourage other women. At this
juncture, an unapologetic, positive bias towards
eligible and potentially talented and capable
womai could help in reducing the existing gender

gap in the power structures ofsociety. Women
have initiated and undertaken action on behalf
of their counterparts since the beginning of
'her'stoiy. It is through sisterhood, sorority and
solidarity that women have rediscovered their
dignity and self-worth. The onus lies with
women to empower themselves and an

understanding ofand empathy with problems
ofother women, which is the tour-de-force of
feminism, could motivate and encourage
women to progress. This undoubtedly would
lead to the consolidation of an egalitarian
society and lead to the holistic development of
a nation. I dedicate African-American feminist
writer Ahce Walker's poem to all our feminist
foremothers:

They were women then
My mama's generation
Husl^ of voice—Stout of
Step ~
With fists as well as
Hands

How they battered down
Doors

And ironed

Starched white
Shirts

How they led
Armies

Headragged Generals
Across mined
Fields

Booby-trapped
Kitchens

To discover books
Desks

A place for us
How they knew what we
Afus^know
VWthout knowing a page

Themselves.



A defense of poesie

Pratik Chaudhury

HOD, English

One of the major issues in 16"' century
England had been a concern over the moral status

of poetry. The Puritan hostility against poetry was
essentially on grounds of being unmoral,

debilitating and often promoting debauchery. Such
Platonic charges of immorality were brought

against poetry, by English moralists like Roger
Ascham (Schoolmaster) who associated poetry

with contemporary Italian sartorial tastes and
marmers, which, obviously to his puritan

sensibilities were quite demeamng. There were
others, who directed their attack on theatre,

especially after the establishment of the London
Professional Theatre (1571) and indulged in long

pamphlet war. The mostprominent ofsuch
pamphleteers was Stephen Gosson, who was

himself a writer for the theatre, apart fiom being a
student at a Catholic seminary at Rome, and an

Anglican Clergyman.

Elyot s Boke ofGovemour,(15 ) , rnnral lessons but also useful skills like state- craft, arms

^d horee breeding. We should ̂ so ^gs a basic premise. This was also evident in
humanism, the beliefin the civiliztng v - _ jjggQ didactic aspect of literature-
much ofcontemporary Italian criticism, where the rocus na
that it delights and instructs. plisli Critic who represented everything that is supwlative

Phftip Sidney can be considered the work appeared at a time when such a treatise
in Renaissance Criticism. Historically spe » infancy and England had yet to produce

Gorbudc, there was no work of any merit in composed. It was probably written in 1853 but
It was at this time that Sidney's cnhca^ w , separate editions. The Defense of

published in 1595 after his death. The oo Henry OIney. The XQxm Apology is more
Poesy_ by William Ponsonby and Apo^ ̂  scarcely original in anything it says
close to 'explanation' rather than Aristotle and Horace which were available in the Italian

the fact that it was written by Sidney.



The essay was occasioned as a spirited
rebuttal to a vitriolic attack on poetry by Stephen
Gosson in his longtitled ?zm^hk:\.School of Abuse:
Containing a Pleasant Invective against Poets,
Pipers, Players, Jesters and such like Caterpillars
of the Common Wealth (1579). In this work
Gosson launched a ruthless attack on poetry and
ironically dedicated it to Philip Sidney himself.
Gosson classed poets with "piper and jesters" calling
them "caterpillars of the Common Wealth" and
"enemies ofvirtue". He denounced music because

it imdermines virtue; condemned drama because of
its pagan origms and because it involved male actors
playing female characters, which he thought was
contrary to the law of nature. He believed that such
practices reduced males to effeminates. Gosson was
actually misled by Sydney's Staunchly Protestant
and Anti Catholic political associations into believing
that he would be sympathetic to Puritant-style attacks
on poetry as a frivolous and dangerous distraction.
In his Defense Sydney puts forward one of the most
enthusiastic arguments for poetry ever written. He
censured only its abuses and offered important
suggestions on ways to improve poetry and drama
in England.

The form or plan for Defense conforms to the
rhetorical principles of construction. Sidney follows
the general oratorical method made up ofnarration,
proposition and proof. Defense falls into seven
broad divisions- Exordium; Narration, describing
the antiquity of poetry; Proposition, that poetry is
imitation; Division-religious, philosophic and
imitative; Proof, Refutation; and Peroration. Sydney
is supposed to have applied the Ciceronian principle
of oratory to his method of developing the
arguments. The argument is interspersed with
recqjitulatory conclusions. This form enabled him
to maintain the sequence of his argument and
exercise control over his subjects. The treatise opens
with a prologue about the need for defending poetry.
He begins by stating that poetry "is an art of
imitation", it represents truth with an end "to teach
and delight". Poetry however does not offers literate
description ofreality but rather, it offers a heightened
version ofreality According to him nature is beautiful

because it's the poet who makes her more lovely.
The world of nature is "brazen the poets deliver
only a golden". This depiction is not only true of
nature but also of man. Sidney mentions the
examples of VirgH's Aeneas and Xenopho Cyrus
as apt examples of "Golden men" produced by
the poets. On these grounds he compares poetry
fevorably with history and philosophy, stating that
"the end of all earthly learning' being virtuous action
only that knowled^ can be considered better vriiidi
can achieve this end. In this respect he finds that
history is too much tied to facts, while philosophy
is much abstract and obscure. Only the poet is the
ideal. A poet does not merely show the way but
also adds pleasure.

After defining and defending poetry Sidney
proceeds to discuss different divisions of poetry-
Pastoral, Elegiac, Iambic, Satiric, Comic, Tragic,
Lyric and Heroic. He defines poetry on grounds
of the charges leveled against these divisions.
Sidney avers that poetry is not immoral as it is
charged; only its abuse is immoral. Poetry carmot
be effiminate, since all men of action in warfare
have felt inspired by poetry.

According to him Plato had objected only
to the improper use of poetry, as far as
coritemporary English poetry was concerned, it
had fallen into disrepute only because the poets
had not been sufficiently inspired by nature.
F^er, Srdney also believed that the right kind
o people had mot taken up the task to serve
poetry. Thus the feult does not rest with poetry
but witfi the practitioners ofthe art.

Sidney s Defense can make no claim to
ori^nality. Its value lies in the fact that it is a
landmark in the history of criticism. It has
incorporated a wide range of critical principles
prevalent during renaissance. Critical doctrines
created from a number ofsources have been given
a^gnizable shape and orxler. His denunciation
o contemporary literature exercised a corrective

influence because by focusing attention on the
shortcomings of contemporary literature, he
stimulated interest in the art of writing as adiscipline
to be consciously and carefully activated.



44 We have long recognised that productive employment is not merely a
means to the ultimate end of economic well-being and poverty

reduction, but is an important end in itself. It is a basic source of
human dignity and self-respect. It is also an important means for

nurturing national identity and social cohesion.^ ̂

Human Resource, Employment and
Education:

Challenges and Opportunities

Dr. Partha Ganguli
Lecturer in Economics

Traditional premisesofeducation in ourhighereducatioii institutions
Imvo lonn been questioned and critieized vis-a-vis the lising number of

^ ..Zunmoloyedinoureountiyingeneralandinourstateinpaiticular.^goingdebatesregatdingthedefidendesofexistmg^^^

•  of higher education in India and more so in this part oftheinstitutions country.

In raeentyeais,however,two tiends have beeome apparent, which
in recen y approach to development and employment

dictate a re-^PP ^ ^graphic trends indicate that the rate ofgrowth of
generation. jg accelerating due to the hi^ birth rates

population «the w g likely to attain its peak
experienced in Uie Second, the pace of creation ofwork

"I?"fi,,,«notkeDtpacewiththegrowingrequirementduringthe
opportumtie jn the growth rate ofthe economy. Taken

'  hnply ihsl if notiiing is done, the countiy wiU &ce themgelhWtnK ent with all its attendant economic, social and
spectre 01 nsuig political consequences.



Over the past few years the erstwhile millions-one-hundredth of one per cent of the
complacent institutions ofhigher education have been global workforce.
literally taken by storm with the twin threats/ We have long recognised that productive
challenges of globalization and privatization looming employment is not merely a means to the ultimate
large and practically poised at the threshold to sweep end of economic well-being and poverty reduction,
the inadequate edifices of traditional knowledge off but is an important end in itself. It is abasic source
their tottering foundations. In this context we have of human dignity and self-respect. It is also an
been forced to review our strengths, identify and important means for nurturing national identity and
overcome our weaknesses, search for and utilize social cohesion.
opportunities and pool our resources to withstand Taking note of the gravity of the situation
and eliminate threats. In short we have launched into the Prime Minister of India announced to the

SWOT (Strength, Weakness, Opportunities and Nation that the government is committed to
Threats) analysis with a vengeance. This exercise the nation for creating ten crore employment
has led to the identification of a glaring deficiency in opportunities over a period of ten years. A
our present education system— the lack of focus special group was therefore constituted by
or direction in the training that we impart and our the Planning Commission for targeting ten
inability to give our students coricrete guidance wdth million employment opportunities per year,
respect to career options and possibilities. The Planning Commission was entrusted with the
Undeniably, without the "placement" dimension, the responsibility of giving sh^e to this vision. To this
education that we impart is incomplete and end, the Planning Commission constituted a Task
inadequate at the present juncture. Force on Employment Opportunities in January

Having admitted our inadequacies, let us now 1999 under the chairmanship of Shri Montek S.
have a quick birds' eye view of the present Ahluwalia, then Member, Planning Commission,
employment scenario of our nation. The primary The Task Force submitted its report in July 2001,
objective of our Five Year Plans was to generate which has been placed in the public domain for
adequate employment but unemployment has taken wider debate and discussion,
a disproportionate and alarming tum. The Eleventh Five Year Plan (2007-12)

Economic reforms may have given a boost to envisions inclusive growth as a key objective. The
industrial productivity and brought in foreign Plan document notes that the economic growth
investment in capital intensive areas. But the boom has failed to be sufficiently inclusive particularly
has not created jobs. This was not unexpected, afterthe mid-1990s. The Indian economy, thou^
According to a report by the Washington-based achieved a high growth momentum duriiig 2003-
InstituteofPolicy Studies (IPS), the combined sales 04 to 2007-08, could not bring down
of the world's top 200 MNCs is now greater than unemployment and poverty to tolerable levels,
the combined GDP of all but the world's nine largest Further, avast majority of the population remained
national economies. Yet, the total direct employment outside the ambit of basic health and education
generated by these multinationals is a mere 18.8 facilities duringthis high growth phase. In recent

Entrepreneurs are the key factors for change and development of a country in the positive
direction as they are potential job-creators who could contribute significantly to the growth and
development of economy and consequently minimize social unrest, which is crucial in the context
of the Northeast A revolution must be brought about in the psyche of the emerging generations
to facilitate the growth of an entrepreneurial class in this region, which in tum could be possible
through foresight and change in educational strategies.

Q  ̂oo{9 - ^



Table 1: Employment and Unemployment

1993-94 1999-00

In million

Labour Force

Workforce

Number ofUnemployed
As a Proportion of labour force in
percent

Unemployment Rate 1.96. 2.23



decades, economic and social inequalities have
increeised alongside high growth rates which have
exaceihated regional inequalities. The latest seventh
quinquennial survey by the National Sample Survey
Organisation (NSSO) (61st Round).reveals that
growth rate of employment increased from an annual
0.98 per cent in the period 1993-94 to 1999-00 to
2.89 per cent in the period 1999-2000 to 2004-
05, while the acceleration in the rate of growth of
labour force from 1.03 per cent to 2.93 per cent
during same period had negative impact on
employment rate (Table 1). Similarly, poverty ratio

has been declining during the recent period, but it
continues to remain at a very high level of 27.5
per cent (Uniform Recall Period) in 2004-05 from
36.0 per cent in 1993-94. The most disturbing
fact is that the income inequality as commonly
measured by consumption expenditure (Gini
coefficient) has increased in India from 32.9 in
1993 to 36.2 in 2004 (Ali, I. and J. Zhuang:
2007). This made inclusive growth the focal point
of growth strategy and major concern for the
policymakers in India.(K.C.Chakroborty).

1993-94

381.94

374.45

7.49

1.96

1999-00

In million

406.05

397.00

9.05

2.23 2.39

LabourForce

Workforce

Number of Unemployed

As a Proportion of labour force in
percent

Unemployment Rate

Note: j fr m 61st Round survey on the basis of data provided by NSSO.
1. Figures for 2004-05 are derived irom . £^^6 Task Force on Employment Opportunities
2. Employment in 1993-94 end 1999-00 .s as per Reporter
(Planning Commission)
Source: RBI, DEAP work paper, 2009

469

2004-05

.06

457.82

11.24

1993-94 to

1999-00

Point to Point

Growth rate

1.03

0.98

1999-00 to

2004-05

Annualised

(CAGR)

2.93

2.89

The Northeastern states are no exception-problem ofunemployment has led to the pro
of social problems. One of the major ac or ^
growing social tension and insurgency m e
is unanployment as the unutilized eneip'O
unemployed youth is increasingly being mv
terrorism which has undermined the stability^
economic and political— ofthe entire _teachers we are apprehensive about t e

and destructive consequences of the new breed
of calculated terrorism. The mounting frustration
has resulted in demoralization, disillusionment and
apathy amongst the rest. There are 1631216 job
seekers as per data available from the
Employment Exchanges of Assam (live Re^ster)
at the end of March 2004 (2). The problem is
more acute than most states of the country.
Moreover, the steady decline of employment

^ Q



opportunities in both public and private sector generation and backwardness of the region as .
enterprises in the state has left the educated youth compared to other states of the country. The onus
with very few job options. Hence, barring a few therefore lies on the youth to make the optimal use
select technical institutions ofthe state, job placemait of the existing resources and opportunities available
remains a practical impossibility with most in this part ofthe country. The need ofthe hour is
educational institutions in Assam. The only alternative to create an entrepreneur class through proper
is to equip our youth for gainful self-employment training, guidance andmotivation. Thisclassofyouth
after completion oftheir study. The importance of will be the 'job creators', not 'job seekers'.
Entrepreneurship Education as aparallel programme Having identified and emphasized the
for creating the vital link between education and importance of adopting Entrepreneurial Education
generating employment cannot therefore be and training as a sustained Best Practice for
overstated. utilizing the resources for best economic use, we

Entrepreneurs are the key factors for change must now consider the institutionalization ofthis
anddevelopmentofacountry inthepositivedirection practice as (i) Parallel training programmes and
as they are potential job-creators who could motivational camps for students and guardians for
contribute significantly to the growth and providing information and guidance on
development ofeconomyand consequently minimize entrepreneurial activities and creating awareness
social unrest, which is crucial in the context ofthe about career options in self-employment (ii)
Northeast. A revolution must be brought about in Developing their entrepreneurial qualities and
the psyche ofthe emerging generations to facilitate competencies and (iii) Phase wise introduction of
the growth of an entrepreneurial class in this region, Entrepreneurship Education as a compulsory
which in turn could be possible through foresight subject in the curriculum by eveiy university,
and change in educational strategies. It is worth The establishment of ICGCs in the higher
mentioning here that having understood the need for education institutions with the objective of
encouraging the creation and growth of an increasing disseminating information regarding opportunities
number of entrepreneurs, many countries of the for self-employment arid entrepreneurship,
world have underscored the utility entrepreneurship creating awareness among students to consider
education, and have been successful in creating an entrepreneurship as an alternative career option
impetus for entrepreneurship. Many universities of and encouraging them to become job creators
the world are offering courses in entrepreneurship instead ofjob seekers by enhancing their abilities
and it has now been in our state as well. In India too to innovate ideas and take up challenges. ICGC
some universities and management institutions have s can therefore play a pivotal role in career
already started such courses. In our country guidance by providing the right orientation and
entrepreneurship training programmes had started direction to our students in the light ofthe present
in the 60's but at present it is taking the form of a socio-economic context, thus making their
movement. It has therefore become imperative for education both relevant and usefid
us to put forward a concentrated effort of teachers, In the recent years, an encouraging trend has
students and parents/guardians with support ofthe been noticed in terms of gradually increasingjob
other agencies and state governments to create opportunities in the central government service
entrepreneurs. sectors. This has opened up avenues for those

The North-Eastem region of the country is students who are job seekers. As such, interested
endowed with immense natural resources and an students could be introduced to the entrance
area identified to be of great potential. Regrettably exams of service sectors like Banks, Insurance,
these resources are not properly harnessed or put Railways etc, where the job opportunities are on
to the best use. This has resulted in low employment the rise. However, the intensive coaching'training

Q  ̂ooS) -



required for motivating and equipping them is a
challenge which needs to be addressed urgently.
Private career launching institutes have mushroomed
of late while traditional education imparting mshtutes
have feiled to provide training and placement f^ilities
for their students. In this context, the University
Grants Commission's initiative to sponsor such
training programmes for Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribes and Minorities is laudable. With the increasing
need to reinforce the relevance ofteaching in the
context ofchanging job scenario and to bridge the
gap between traditional classroom teaching and
applied knowledge, educational institutions have

taken up the initiative to motivate and train students
so as to enable and equip them to avail ofbetter
job opportunities. This attempt to negotiate the
loopholes in the existing education system and to
strive to overcome limitations to engender change
from within the system would go a long way in
moulding the future of our youth. This would in
turn validate the contribution of the traditional

education institutions towards the nation's

economy by producing employable human
capital. In the final count, our endeavour would
be directed towards the fullest utilization of
potential human resource.

Notes:

1.

2.

3.

r. . ..f India- Special Group on Targeting Ten Miiiion EmpioymentGovernment of India, opet-i** f Ma..., noiiii 7nnin1fi7
ri 0 '0- Oaa.K./,!-Planning Commission, New Delhi, 2UOZ.p.io/Opportunities Per Year, ''panning 2005-2006, Directorate of Economics and
Government of Assam: Economic ̂iurvey
Statistics, Guwahati, 2006. p.74 . ^ Eastern Region of India
Khanka Department of
(Experiences and Prospects) New Ho"ZOttstn m sBtJneM Atlministration, Tezpur University, 2004. P.lOl
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The future of poor and
UNDERPRIVILEDGE CHILDREN

Himangshu Bailung
T. D. C. 1st Year

The children are the future of a nation. For an emerging
country the development of under priviledged children holds the
key to the progress of the nation itself. The poor underpriviledge
chUdrens are so called the under dogs by the aristoceate people
remains restricted in films and novels. The future of these poor
underpriviledged children is a serious matter of concern for the
countries like Somalia, India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Brazil etc.
The global population is increasing in a very alarming rate and
along with it the population of these poor underpriviledged children
are also increasing in the same population. The hidden potentials
in these underdog childrens remain unutilized and they fail to
participate as an useful resource for the socio-economic
development of the nation or country. These childrens are deprived
of almost all the basic necessities required to be a good citizen of
the country tomorrow. But the black clouds hiding their bright
future have started to shatter and they could also hope and work
for a better future.



Th^ economically poor nations cannot provide better.
opportunities for the children's bright future. With the birth of

tJie children comes a new source of income for the poor
families. These leads these poor children to work in mines, tea
shops, as beggers and in many illegal and unhygenic activities.

If we go through the world histoiy we can find
many great. people who were poor and
undeipriviledged, but now they are part ofhistory
and examples for others. People like Abraham
Linken, A.P,J. Abdul Kalam, Dhiru Bhai Ambani,
these list could be endless, they never came fi"om a
rich or well known families. Hardwork, dedication
and luck helped then to reach these height. But all
are not these lucky. For instance, in India alone more
than halfofthe childrens between 6-14 age group
don't go to school and same is the case with the
other nations of the world. The causes hindenng the
bright future of these poor childrens can be many.
Some of it are such as:

The economically poor nations cannot provi e
better opportunities for the children's bright future.
With the birth of the children comes a new source
of income for the poor families. These leads these
poor children to work in mines, tea shops, as beggers
and in many illegal and unhygenic activities.

Following the economic problem comes e
supersticious and religious beliefe hinderingthepoor

proper and fi-ee education, rising the public
awarness or consciousness, governments
innitiative because the government makes many
plans and programmes but lack ofproper planning
and corruption in the operating system hindes or
obstructs the under dog childrens fi-om reaching
their goals; NGO activities and active media
support can prove to be a sure help.

But things changes with time and new door
withpathsleadingtoabetter,brightandcolourful
fiiture has emerged for these under priviledged ■
childrens because people have started to
understand and encourage others to utilize the
hidden potentialities in these under priviledged
childrens as a valuable resource to boost up the
nations economy. So, as soon as the social,
political, economic, religious hinderences will be
removed the sooner these under dog children will
acquire a well built future and eliminate the
undeidog word fix)m our society.

Pakistan because here the poor girl childs ^
look after their younger brothers and sisters an 6
house hold work. Sooii they get married to e er y
persons at a very young age and their hope or a
better future remains restricted within the w so

the house. ,
Illiteracy is also amajorproblem stopping

underdog children fixim grabbing a bright
The list of these causes can be endless

to the dark future of these poor and undetprivi
childrens. ,

Nations canovercometheseproblem^
these poor children's potentialities bypro^ ®
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ADMINISTRATION

Titus Bhengra
Head, Dept. ofPol.Science

India
became

August
great British
end once

new

formed and

independent in
1947 and the

rule came to an

and for all. A

constitution was lormea aii
adopted on January26,1950 and India became a republic. The pertinent question is how was the
new republic and what was handed over by Britishers along with the power? The answer of these
questions can be found easily during the period Britishers governed the country by establishing
various institutions. Though Indians were extremely happy to get rid of the colonial rule of the
Britishers. But soon it was realised that the governmental system and administrative ̂ paratus
developed by the Britishers was capable of meeting out the needs ofthe country, therefore, the same
admimstrative system was maintained for the administrative purposes ofthe country even after
md^mdence ofcourse with some changes as per requirments ofthe time. The m^ features of the
Bntish govanmental and administrative system, like parliamentary form of Government, Federal
btructure. Governors in the States, Secretariat system, Central and State Administration, Civil
ervices, istrict and Regional Administration, the procedures of work. Rule oflaw, and local

government etc. continued to be the main aspects ofthe present set up of Indian administrative
system.





The unique structure ofIndian constitution has
its roots in the Government of India Act. of 1935.

The constitutional history of India shows that the
Act. of 1919 mentioned "transferred" subjects
which were entrusted to ministers of provinces
accountable to elected provincial legislatures and
"reserved" subjects meant for officials under the
Governors. Thus, a "dyarchy" system was main
characteristic of the Act of 1919 showing the seeds
of division of subjects between Provinces and
Centre. The government of India Act 1935, added
three constritution to political development in the
country, these were first, it contained a list of division
ofpowers between Provinces and the Centre, third,
it established a federal court a promise of the
federation to come. The Act of1935 provided in its
451 clauses a model for the Indian Constitution of
1950. Thus, the type of federation we have adopted
ih our constitution is a British legacy.

Parliamentary system of governance adopted
by Indian Constitution for the country is based on
British Parliamentary system. The main
characteristics of the system such as nominal head
of the state, plural real executive in the form of
Council of ministers collectively responsible to the
Parliament, independent judiciary etc. influence and
shape the structure and machinery of admimstrative
system to a large extent. Thus, the Parliamentary
form of government is another legacy of Britishers.

The third and most important legacy of the
Britishers was the creation of districts and primacy
given to flie district administration. Hie reasons were
historical. The British East India company came for
hade and not to govern the country, but at that time
due to the diminishing powers of the Mughal
Ernperors the political situation was fluid. In 1755
hie company secured the Diwani rigths ofBengal,
Bihar and Orissa, therefore, to establish direct
'^pport with the masses through their own people it
created the offi.ce of collection to managed the
district administration. As a result later on all
provinces were divided into districts and districts
Were grouped to form divisions, each district was
divided into sub-divisions and these were divided
into Tehsils or Talukas to look after a number of

villages. In this way the
present districts were
formed in the Free-

India and the legacies
of the Britishers still

continues till date.

Conclusion and

suggestion :

While 1 conclude

my write up 1 would
like to put forward the
certain suggestions for
well being of the
society and the countiy
as a whole. The following points are mentioned
below.

(a) India should change the governing pattem of
Indian Administration of the present

(b) India should utilize the intellectuals of the
nation to find outan altematemeans for ruUing
itself and discard the British system which is
not suitable for India.

(c) It is high time for India to find out the
govemings system which is admissible and
suited for the people of India and not for
Britishers.

(d) Indian Administration should be based on
more scientific and indigeneous afluent to the
people ofIndia.

(e) British legacies should be replaced by the
Indian legacies which are much more richer
than the Britishers.

1 would like to appeal all the academicians,
political scientists intellectuals, writers, journalists,
social scientists, natural scientists and the scientists
ofall disciplined to look India in Indianperspective
and not on the perpective of foreign countries.
For example China has developed its own systems
in every aspects, why not India which is the seat
ofall wisdom because, the learning of the past
reveals that India was one ofthe highly intellectual
country in the world. Many scientists ofthe other
countries ofthe world have received encouraged
inspirations to advance their respective countoies.
Therefore India should awake fiom its liberations.

"t::



SNAKES- A BOON TO HUMAN LIFE
(Special reference from India)

Raj at Subro Bose
T.D.C. 1st Year

Snakes are intrisicallyy fascinating and form an important component of the
biota. It is natural thate their curious mode of propulsion, their venom and their

constricting mechanisms have made them a most import^l group of predators, the
interaction ofwhich maintains the natural balance in the forest and deserts, the plains

and hills of India.

There are over 24oo species of snakes in the world out of which 240 species
are from India. These snakes ranges in size from loomm worm snakes to 6-1 Om
long Indian pythons. Thees snakes occurs almost in all habitats ran^g from the

warm seas to deserts, swapms, laker, fermlands, up into the mountains where some
live even at the foot of glaciers 5000m high in the Himalayas.

This article deals with the very usual and life saving roles that has been played
by these gorgeous creatures as well as the rumours and speculation that are
connected with them which acts as a slow poison towards their extinction.

It is an interesting fact to note that from the last few decades the growth curve
of Indian population had reached to its peak point (» 200 crores). More population
means more jood demand. In this unstable situation, snakes appears to be desirable

as the increased number of snakes helps to control pests and rodents and protect
the food supply. (A single cobra can devour atleast 50 mice per year) 20-50% oi

Indian's grain crop is destroyed by rodents! The damage caused by them is
incredible, a survey was conducted in the Nilgiris reports that Rs. 5 lakhs is

damaged due to rats per yeai'*

Q  ̂ooj9 - ^ □
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Due to raped rise in population and use of more
and more chemical fertilizers snakes are decreasirig
through out the nation. The main reason for this
degradation is due to 'Lack of information . We
know very little about these snakes and the
role that is played by them in maintauiing
a balance between pests and crops.

It is also to notify that some snakes
produces venom and certain chemical
compounds which are ofgreat interest and
valuable for treating some of the dreadful
diseases including snake bites. Snake
venom is use for making various useful and
live saving drugs like Lexini Tiriyaq
including some of the most efficient
painclears having very less or no side effects
at all and still the work for extraction and
preparation ofvarious drugs is going on.

Beside providing us with such boons we
show a very little gratitute towards them. It is
very sad to highlight that in India there is more
invented information and less fectual knowledge
about snakes. Several misleading stories are to
regarding the evil attribute ofmythical snak^.
Snakes having two heads i.e. one at each en ,
cobras feeding on milk, certain harmless snakes
like Bronze back tree snakes biting a ^
then climbing atall tree to observe the victim s
pyre or the vine snake which is foolishly be leve

that they would dart at a person's eyes
and peck them out. So, all these rumours
and speculations acts as a retarding factor
for their survival in our country.

We boldly say that wer are the people
of 21st century, the age of science and
technology. We are free from all
superstitious beliefs. Is it? Then why do
we pay so much attention for the above
beliefs? If a snake enters our house we
just behave like inhumans and kill it without
concerning about the fact that the snake
might be non-venomous. Moreover it is
due to our lack in maintaining cleanliness
and personal hygeinetliat attracts snakes
towards our home, because our home act
as a micro habitat for them. Although
Government has taken several steps iri

protecting various animals including
snakes, but very less attention is paid
for its conservation. For example
government has launched project tiger
in 1975 but no such project has been
taken for preserving snakes. No one is
concern about a snake just because they

are deaf and dumb, they have no limb or
imotion or because they are not cute and
unsuitable for their add and symbols which
will increase their donations and raise their
funds. If a tiger cub is bom in a 200 media
will run after it to take its snap but if a
snake baby is hatch we will hardly find
any mention in any ofthe news channels

or papers. And the most lacking fact is
that till now there has been no wild life
reserve park set up for protection of
snakes.

For all these reason, I have written
this article that it will create some
awareness among the readers and will

change their view about these snakes.
"So, next time when u see a snake what u

will consider? A very useful and life saving boon
or a mythical evil monster?"
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Bharati Das

B.A. Illrd Year

Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star

How I wonder! what you are!
Up above! the world so high,
Like a diamond in the sky.
When the glazing sun is set.
When the grass with dew is wet.
Then you show your little light.
Twinkle, Twinkle all the night.

Really the stars are so beautiful. Stars seem to twinkle because we see them
through the layers of the Earth's atmosphere. As light pass through these layers, it
is distorted so that the amount we actually see changes constantly. The stare neai^t
the horizon appear to twinkle the most through a greater depth of atmosphere.
Stare do not twinkle when viewed from space, which is why telescopes in space,
such as the Hubble, give the best possible view of distant stare and Galaxies.
Star facts:

A Star is aluminous body of gas, mostly Hydrogen and Helium. Stare generate
light, which make it possible for us to see them with a telescope or the naked eye.
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They also release energy from nuclear fission
reactions in their core.

Brightest:
Not counting the Sun, the brightest star as seen

from Earth is Sirius, known as the Dog star, in the
constellation of Canis Major. It has a diameter of
149,598,020 K.M. and is more than 24 times
brighter than the Sun. The star Cygnus 082 No.
12 discovered in 1992, is so far away that it can not
been seen from Earth, ft maybe the brightest star in
the Galaxy- up to six million times as bright as our
Sun.

Heaviest:

HDE 269810 is a star in the large Magellamc
cloud — 170,000 light years from Earth (a light year
is the distance that light travels in a year). It has
been discovered by the Hopkins Ultraviolet
Telescope to be 190 times as heavy as our Sim.
Largest;

The largest star is the M-class supergaint
Betelgeuse or Alpha Omionis. ft is the top life star
in the constellation of Orion, whichis310 lightyears
away, ft has a diametre of700 million K.M. which
is about 500 times ̂eater than that ofthe Sun.
Nearest:

Proxima Centauri, discovered in 1915, is 4.22
light years (39, 953, 525, 879, 212 K.M.) from
Earth. A spaceship moving at 40,000 K.M./H -
which is faster than any human has yet travelled is
space - would take more than 114,000 years to
reach it.

Supernovae:
These are vast explosions in which a whole star

is blow up. They are extremely bright, rivalling for a

few days are combined light output of all the stars
in the Galaxy. Supemovae are rare,- the last one
in our Galaxy was seen in 1604 by the German
astronomer Johannes Kepler.

Quasars:

Quasars are extremely distant radio galaxies
—galaxies gearing out laige amount of radio energy
- and the brightest objects in the Universe. Even
those mere the most distant edge of the
observable Universe are easily detected by small
radio telescopes. Their radio emission is typically
1,000,000 to 1,000,000,000 time greater than
that of a normal galaxy, and they are as bright as
or brighter than the brightest radio galaxies.
Black holes:

A black hole is a star that has collapsed into
itself, ft has a surface gravity so powerful that
nothing can escape from ivithin it.

All the stars togartherly known as Galaxy.
Galaxies are groups ofbillion stars that are held
togather by the force of gravity. Most ofGalaxies
are either spiral or elliptical, but some are the
irregular in shape. The best known galaxy is
the Milky way. The word galaxy itself come from
Greek word for milk. Magellanic cloud is the
large brightest galaxy, which is visible only in the
southern hemisphere, is 170,000 lightyears from
Earth. SaggittariusDwarfwasdiscovaedin 1994,
which is the nearest galaxy, more than 70,000 light
years (660 quadrillion K. M.) from Earth and is
being torn apart. The Central galaxy ofthe Abell
2029 galaxy cluster was discovert in 1990. ft is
the largest galaxy. Like these we found various,
shape and size of galaxies in space.

Those who dream by night in the dusty recess ofAll men dream: but not equally- ̂  vainitv: but the dreamer of the day
their mind wake in the day tofin ^ ^^th open eyes,
are dangerous men, for they my — -p £ Lawrence



ROCK MUSIC - FOR ALL THE ROCK FREAKS

usic is a golden voice of expression. It is
'decorative' & 'entertaining' in nature and divorced
from more hardcore definitions ofefBcacy. It builds
a better tomorrow, grarrishes a lively today. Music
touches every melancholic soul.

Rock music is considered as one of the most

popular forms of music which has entertained all the
music lovers for ages. Hybrid in origin, rock music
emerged in 1954-55 as 'rock-n-roll' - amalgam of
rhythm and blues and country and western music.
The early 1960's saw the birth of the legendary
'Beatles'. After 1964, the term 'rock-n-roll' was
replaced by 'rock music'. The change in terminology
indicated a change in the style and form. Rock music
was no longer light and no longer meant for danching.
It now had a life ofits own. Transformation of rock

music happened in 1965 when Bob Dylan created
music using the electric guiter backed by an electrified
rock band. By the late 1960's rock had come to
age. Rock groups like 'Traffic' and 'Blood, Sweat
& Tears' fused rock and jazz music. A turning point
in the rock scenario was 'punk rock' which started
off in the early 1980's in Grate Britain and then
spread to the United States. The late 1980's saw a
new form ofpunk rock 'grunge rock' which was a
mix of punk and alternative rock. This form was
taken aJiead by bands like 'Nirvana' and 'Pearl
Jam'. The original form of punk was once again
revived in the 1990's with bands like 'Green Day'

and 'Offspring'. The present day witnesses more
genres at rock than any other form of music and
rock music continue to rule. The age of rock music
was defined by a few bands that event on to become
legends. The Beatles came together in 1960. Their
origin lay in Liverpool. Their music was heavily
influenced by rock-n-roll legends Chuck Berry and
Elvis Prestley. The Beatles created phenomena
'Battlemania' (a term referring to the screaming
female fans) in 1963. In 1964 they invaded North

Debaranjan Bharali
T.D.C.IIndYear

America and soon spread worldwide. To this day
long after the disintegration of Beatles, music
lovers severe them a landmark in rock history.

Then came Led Zeppelin, British rock bond,
who made their debut in 1968 with hand rock
and blues as their genre. Their first album was
released in 1969. But Led Zeppelin is perhaps
best remembered for its massive hit Stairway to
Heaven from the fourth album Led Zeppelin IV.
In 1980, drummer John Behnan died in as
phyxiation, leading to the band's break up.
However, the band did reunite in 1988 for the
Live Aid Concert In 2005, Led Zeppelin received
the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award.

Nirvana, was formed in 1987, at Aberdeen,
Washington. Their first single Smells like Teen
Spirit from the debut album Never Mind threw
Michael Jackson's Dangerous from the top of
the charts, a defining symbol of rock own pop.
Nirvana's brief run ended with Cobain's death in
1994. But the band continued to remain popular
as even.

The history of rock music is very vast. From
its just appearance in 1950's to the present, rock
music has come a long way. One thing, lets take it
for granted the age of rock music is invulnerable
and its spirit is irperishable.



A POEM

Romen Urang

H.S. 1st Year

In life we will meet not only friends

But also foes,
It is fear, that is the great
Cause ofour woes.

Lifeisachallange
Don't take it as a game
The sum total of good and evil in the world
Remains ever the same.

Eveiy event oflife is exam
While feeing it don't say, T caim't'.

Go on, don't wait for the blessings
Ofyour parents or your aunt
Though it is the culture of your heart
That it want.

nothing is impossible
Tulbul Gogol
H.S. 1st Year

A little bit of detennination.
Leads you to your destination.

Build up astrong will power.
Thank God for the love that he shower.

Thank him for his creation.
And row your boat.
On life's mighty ocean.

Always dream high and high
For high thinkingleads you

To the zeneith in the sky.Friends, you can do everything
Soalowaystry.try,
And try.
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STUDENTS

The Future Generation

RomenUrang
H.S. 1st Year

For students, school is their temple
And teacher is their God,

But without students for a day
The whole school looks odd.

As sum students are shinning
And making the whole nation bright
As fiill moon, students are dazzling
Making the whole nation a beautiful sight.

Students are the hope
Students are the desire

And students are the all centre

Ofour future admirer...

Someone had really said the truth
'Students' are only the future generation
Yes, they are the cause of downhill
Or development of a nation.

I want a student, student, student
The mother nation says.
Let me get everything from your side
Again and always.

ALPHABET FOR SUCCESS

PapuThakur

T.D.C. 1st Year

A - Aspire to reach your potential
B - Believe in yourself
C - Creat a good life.
D - Dream about what you might

become
E - Exercise regularly
F - Forgive and forget
G - Glorify the creative spirit
H - Humour yourself and others
I- Imagine great things
J- Joyfully like each day
K- kindly help others
L- Love each others

M- Meditate daily
N - Nature your environment
O - Organize harmony
P- Perform well

Q - Question most things
R- Regulate your own behaviour
S- Stand yourself
T - Think rationally
U - Understand yourself
V- Value life

W- Watch your words
X- Examine problems carefully
Y - Yearn to improve
Z- Zeal.



BLAME

Himangshu BaUung
T.D.C. 1st Year

and love IS OURS

KukUKr. Konch

T.D.C. 3rd Year

You know

My hidden Rose!
Trembling

pet.... swaying and swaying
In my heart's core.

I was always craving
To make my dreams blue

Blue dreams!!!
And tears

I don't know

^at should I feel
In such a situation

In such a confused situation
Only.

I learnt
Only to see the blue blue sky

to love you
And love is ours.

When thre blame is fiom my own,
It hurts my heart more.

I haven't burnt my friend's home,
For which I am blamed fiir.

I have none with whome can share,
My Feelings forwhich I am sad.

Because I am blamed firr
Nofeultofmine.

It is very hard to hear it quietly
It hurts my heart and fills my eyes \|nth tear.

The more I think; the more I cry.
My hunger and sleep goes aside.

Because I am blamed for-
No fault of mine.

But I belive in God and myself
And know that I am right.

nil end; for myself I will fî t.
No blame could weaken my faith,

because I know I an blamed for-
Nofeultofmine.

^*^4 m* .
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REPORT OF MUSIC SECRETARY

At the very begming, I pay my gratitude and heartfelt thanks to all the Kanoians for giving
me the opportunity to serve as the Music Secretary for 2009-10. As a part of the Union
Body, of this great college, I had taken my oath before the college authority to abide by rules
and regulations of the institution and the maintain its progress in every possible way. After
takingmy first step forward, wepromoted diferent singing competitions under my supervision.

During our session, we organised the 64th annual College Week, which started fi-om -
December to January 2010. The different competition of my department was started on the
very first day of the annual college week, we inaugurated the meet by announcing the competion
of Jyoti Sangeet, Rabha Sangeet, Bhupendra Sangeet, Adhunik Geet, Lokgeet and so on. The
entire day was engaged in organising the musical program in a well co-ordinated manner.

More than the college week, we the students were encouraged to join the inter college
competition; held in Duliajan on 8th, 9th, 10th and 11 th ofJanuary, 2010. We went there to
join in different ventures of cultural activities. I went there along with other companions and
competitors to join. Though the competition was not very easy, in fact we had a great time
expriencing the days spent in the inter college, which will be a cherished memory in the mind of
every students who went there.

During my session, I and my fellow companions also had formed a chorus group ofthe
college where there were students who were really skilled and interested in different muical
fields. We took this particular group to meetings ofAASU, College function etc.

The whole journey as the Music Secretary was the best experience that I have ever feced
in my life which has made me aware ofmany experiences, and helped me to stand as a well-
known figure in fi-ont of all the kanoians and the society as well. All this would not have been
possible Avithout the earnest support and love ofmy fellow kanoians. The Ex students' Union
of the previous year also, supported me. Every moment of this entire journey will be captured
in my heary with lots of valued memories to it.

So, at last, I would like to pay my respect and thanks to our Principal, Dr. Joy Krishna
Mahant, my proffesor in-charge Prof. Ananta Kr. Dutta, the teachers and all the members of
the Union along with my dear fiiends, family and all the students of our college for helping,
trusting and guidingme in makingthis year successful.

And in conclusion of my report, I wish and pray for a very bright and prospering future for
all the'Kanoians'.

Long live D.H.S.K. College
Long live Students' Union Society.

'JoiAaiAsam'

Thanking you.
With warm regards
Jahnabee Sonowal

Music Secretary, 2009-10

Q  ̂ □
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